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K atherine Ireys Diehl passed away in Ellicott City, MD, a suburb of Baltimore,

on the morning of Sunday, February 8, 2026. Born in Memphis, TN on July
23, 1946, she lived most of her life in Nashville, TN before spending her remaining

years closer to family in Ellicott City. She dedicated her life to serving others, both

professionally as a nurse for over 25 years and personally as an active member of her
churches in Nashville, Westminster Presbyterian Church and Bellevue Presbyterian

Church prior. She is survived in death by her two sons, Charles Edward Purple and
his wife, Kathryn; Robert George Purple and his wife, Carly; her brother, William

Hunt Diehl; and her three grandchildren, Charlie, Amelia, and David Purple. 

 A celebration of life will be held at Westminster Presbyterian Church on Saturday, February 14
with a visitation starting at 10:30am followed by the memorial service at noon. She will be buried
on Sunday, February 15 at Memorial Park and Cemetery in Memphis, TN. In lieu of flowers, the

family requests contributions be made to the Bellevue Presbyterian Church Sunny Day Club, the
Stone & Holt Weeks Foundation, the Second Harvest Food Bank of Middle Tennessee, or a
charity of your choosing.
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Cemetery Details

Memorial Park Cemetery

5668 Poplar Ave, Memphis TN 38119

(901) 445-8475
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Sarah Kirchen posted:

I remember Katherine from school days at Snowden Jr. High and Memphis Central High in Memphis,

Tennessee. We were acquainted through school friends who also attended Evergreen Presbyterian

Church. Although we were not friends, I remember her kind and thoughtful presence in school

activities.Sarah Kirchen, Washington, DC

February 15 at 3:21 PM

Anonymous sent a Gracious Lavender Basket to the Diehl family.

February 11 at 1:00 PM

KT Kimley-Horn Atlantic Regional Team planted a Memorial Tree in honor of

Katherine.

February 11 at 1:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Katherine by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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